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Today we will focus on the book &Foverbs from which we read two days this last weékoverbsis a particular type
of writing in the Bible, referred to as Wisdom Liéiure. This includes the book Béclesastes and parts oflob and the
book ofJamesin the New Testament. Proverbs are concise statesmvhich capture key insights about life in a
memorable manner. Key features include this mabieness, the way they work with word pictures (co@mentator
calls the book oProverbs the photo album of the Bible), their poetic forpalticularly the use of metaphor and
parallelism), and their focus on experience. Tl&en interesting twist on this last point, howewe that even as
proverbs focus on concrete human experience, teeyt@ach profound truths. This combination offdinity and
complexity is a hallmark. For example, “he whodsymoney will not be satisfied with money” is afptnd statement
based on a very understandable first prentisel €siastes 5:10).

The book ofProverbs as a whole seems targeted and geared toward Yamet® and the ruling class and seems designed
to support the training of leaders. They wereeméld over many decades and perhaps several esraumd likely

compiled just prior to the exile in the earf{y éentury. The focus, obviously, is on wisdom whictiay and in the
scriptures is conceived differently than knowled@enerally, whereas knowledge relates to inforomativisdom relates

to skill in living. In fact, the Hebrew word forisdom is used of the craftsman who were choseroté an the

tabernacle (Exodus 28:3; 36:1). More broadly theverbs teach us how to live skillfully as theiténcreation of an
infinite God.

We find three basic types of proverbs: synonymedsefe the second line restates the first to redafdt); antithetical
(where the second line expresses the oppositeedirgit); and synthetic (where the second and ewtdit lines extend the
idea in the first). In seeking to understand dpeproverbs, the reader should look for these eleiand then see where
the emphasis is being placed. We should also ikeeynd that no individual proverb captures therertruth about a
given topic. Rather, by design each focuses @entbn on a particular aspect or angle on thattop

Proverbs have limits. Their very literary form medhat they overstate or oversimplify. They camyfine
print, no footnotes, no lists of exceptions. Tisavhy we need so many of them. We need both #Hamstkes
waste’ and ‘He who hesitates is lost.” Each isizy true in certain situations; neither is tinevery
circumstance. Knowing when and where to use ttsgpait of wisdom. ... [And} our fear of the Lord ough
place major restrictions on our self-confidencee ¥dnnot use proverbs like subway tokens, guardmbegpen
the turnstile every time. They are guidelines,methanical formulas. (David Hubbaifidhe Communicators
Commentary: Proverbs, 25).

Another central idea in the book is central placeinaé the fear of the Lord: “The fear of the Losdthe beginning of
knowledge; but fools despise wisdom and disciplifie7). This fear refers to the reverence, reseat awe we are to
have for God. It makes sense that this is thenmégg of wisdom because when we rightly understaad in the fullness
of his character, that is not only loving, mercifahd kind but also holy, infinite, all powerfuhdjust, the only
appropriate response is to fall to our knees outedrence, or fear. And, we cannot rightly untderd the rest of our
lives and this world without first understandingdzand ourselves in relationship to him.

One good way to study proverbs is to take up a ¢hentopic and then find as many proverbs as yawaoathat topic.
For example, we can find proverbs that speak tahtbme of friendship and learn a good deal abqaBi®20; 17:9;
18:24; 27:5,10). In reading these together as,av®ecan gain multiple insights into friendship.

Discussion Questions:

It seemdProverbsis relatively little taught, why do you think thisso?

How does the emphasis on the fear of the Lord belpnderstand the whole book?

What is the difference between the wisdom founBrioverbs and the wisdom from your grandmother andfiather?






